Robert  T.  Person,  executive  vice-president  of  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Co.  of  Colorado,  has  been  elected  president  of  that 
utility  effective  Jan.  1,  1959*  He  succeeds  John  E. 
Loiseau,  president  since  19^3^  who  has  been  elevated  to 
chairman  of  the  board.  The  board  also  enleurged  the  du¬ 
ties  of  William  D.  Virtue,  who  has  been  given  the  duties 
of  executive  vice-president  in  charge  of  company  oper¬ 
ations  in  addition  to  his  Job  as  treasiurer  and  princi¬ 
pal  financial  officer.  Walter  W.  Howell,  assistant 
vice-president,  was  advranced  to  vice-president  and 
principal  accounting  officer. 


For 


The  Federal  Power  Conmisslon  has  revoked  regulations  that 
require  small  electric  utilities  to  file  annual  finan¬ 
cial  and  statistical  reports  with  the  commission.  The 
new  ruling  affects  420  class  C  and  815  class  D  private¬ 
ly  and  publicly  owned  electric  utilities  whose  annueil 
operating  revenues  do  not  exceed  $250,000. 


Municipally  owned  electric  plants  are  proprietary  func¬ 
tions  and  hence  subject  to  state  property  taxation. 

This  ruling  by  the  Wyoming  Supreme  Coxurt  upholds  the 
validity  of  a  constitutional  amendment  adopted  in  1956, 
which  would  subject  the  property  of  cities,  school  dis¬ 
tricts  and  other  governmental  units  to  state  property 
taxation.  In  essence,  the  court  ruled  that  when  a  city 
goes  into  the  business  of  furnishing  gas,  electricity  or 
water  to  its  citizens  it  then  acts  in  a  private  capacity. 


Voters  of  the  Oroville-Wyandotte  Irrigation  District 

(Calif.)  voted  overwhelmingly  to  approve  a  $62,000,000 
bond  issue  to  finance  the  construction  of  power  and  ir¬ 
rigation  facilities  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Feather 
River.  [Hie  project  involves  the  construction  of  three 
storage  dams,  foxu*  diversion  dams,  and  will  develop 
85,000  kw  in  three  power  houses.  Bids  will  be  asked 
for  on  the  construction  facilities  about  Feb.  1.  Pa¬ 
cific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.,  which  has  contracted  to  buy 
the  power  generated,  will  also  operate  the  power  houses. 


Engineering  salaries  are  put  xinder  the  microscope  in  a  new 
report  "Professional  Income  of  Engineers— 1958 > "  now 


ffOUSE 

^om/f 


Everyone’s  getting  into  this  act 


•A  I  r\  one  s  pioiiiotinii,— ;iii<l  pKtlitiii^  Iroin— tlu*  tlncc 
li  iral  iiidiisliA’  programs.  Lire  Ih’tlcr  Elcctri- 
(ilhl.  ll(>usrj)<>H  (  i  iU\d  Medallion  lloines. 

rlic  whole  indiistrs  s  heliind  them.  .\iid  tliis  sear, 
he  I’ahsoii  l’'l<‘eliie  liislifiit**  will  he  promoting;  all 
hiee  proar;iiiis  on  a  nationwide  scale  with  u;reatei 
■inphasis  than  eser.  It  adds  np  to  the  hiejrest  all-ont 
■Holt  in  the  histors  ol  selling  eleetrieits. 

These  proei  .iins  are  ri;j;ht  down  \  onr  alles'.  At  least 


one*  ol  them  fits  rieht  in  with  sour  particular  selling 
prohlem.  'Their  efiectis cness  has  hecn  prosen.  'Thes 
can  work  tor  you  if  sou  work  lor  them. 

(Ihoose  the  program  hest  suited  to  sour  firm,  then 
feature  it  iii  sour  ads ortisiug,  iu  sour  mailing  pieces 
and  ssheres cr  sou  do  husiuess.  Your  FClKA  headejuar- 
ters  can  help  sou  with  all  the  details. 

(iet  started  uoss'.  And  don’t  he  sur|)rised  if  59  turns 
out  to  he  t/our  hig  soar,  too. 


Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Association 

oot)  West  Sixth  Street,  Los  Angeles  11,  (lalilornia  •  OSl  Market  Street,  Sail  I’raiicisc'o  5,  (^aliloruia 


ready  for  distribution  through  the  Engineers  Joint  Coun¬ 
cil.  It  covers  data  on  over  190,000  engineers,  and  in¬ 
cludes  a  comparative  analysis  of  trends  in  engineering 
Income  since  1953.  Single  copies  are  $3  each,  available 
through  EJC  at  29  W.  39tV.  St.,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Public  Service  Co.  of  New  Mexico  got  two  separate  "go-ahead" 
signals  on  expansion  plans  last  month.  The  State  Public 
Service  Commission  in  Santa  Fe  granted  the  utility  au¬ 
thority  to  purchase  a  $1,500,000  power  line  running  from 
Albuquerque  to  the  uranium-rich  Ambrosia  Lake  area  near 
Grants,  N.  M.  In  another  action,  stockholders  of  the 
company  approved  an  amendment  to  the  company’s  certifi¬ 
cate  of  incorporation  increasing  the  authorized  preferred 
stock  from  60,000  shares  to  150,000  shares  (par  value 
$100  each).  The  company’s  president,  D.  W.  Reeves,  in  a 
statement  to  the  stockholders,  noted  that  the  construc¬ 
tion  expenditures  of  the  utility  for  the  next  five  years 
will  probably  average  about  $10,000,000  a  year.  Since 
the  long-term  debt  of  the  company  is  now  approxim.ately 
61%  of  outstanding  obligations,  he  pointed  out  that  pre¬ 
ferred  stock  offers  a  reasonable  approach  to  financing  In 
the  immediate  future. 


Expansion 

okayed 


The  Dave  Johnston  steam,  plant  at  Glenrock,  Wyo.,  was  offi¬ 
cially  dedicated  last  month  when  executives  of  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Co.,  headed  by  Chairman  Paul  B.  McKee, 
gathered  with  civic  and  governmental  dignitaries  at  the 
plant.  Three  special  trains  from  distant  parts  of  the 
state  brought  guests  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  putting 
the  new  100,000-kw,  coal-burning  station  on  the  line.  At 
the  dedication,  McKee  said  plans  are  under  way  for  dupli¬ 
cating  the  first  unit. 


Dedication 


Thirty-nine  firm.s  have  submitted  107  proposals  for  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  AEC’s  fuel  cycle  development  program. 

Companies  with  acceptable  proposals  will  be  provided 
with  hot-cell  facilities,  irradiation  space  in  test  re¬ 
actors  and  arrangements  for  operation  use  in  commercial- 
size  power  reactors. 

The  com.mission,  in  October,  invited  industry  and  re¬ 
search  institutions  to  submit  proposals  for  participa¬ 
tion  in  its  new  program  to  develop  advanced  and  improved 
reactor  fuel  cycles  for  power  reactors.  The  object  is  to 
lower  cost  of  atom.ic  power  production. 


A  salary  increase  of  5%%  for  approximately  10,250  employeeti 
of  Los  Angeles  Departm.ent  of  Water  &  Power  was  authorized 
by  the  commissioners  and  became  effective  Dec.  1.  On  an 
annual  basis  the  increase  will  add  $3,400,000  to  the 
utility’s  salary  budgets.  Salary  changes  were  m.ade  fol¬ 
lowing  a  survey  of  prevailing  wages  paid  by  other  major 


Salaries 

increased 
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public  ulIlitiGa  of  tho  area  and  by  local  industrial 
firnns.  The  Los  Angeles  city  charter  requires  that  water 
and  power  salaries  be  at  least  equal  to  the  general 
prevailing  community  wages. 


Westerners  may  be  interested  in  the  announcement  of  the 
First  International  Conference  on  the  Protection  of 
Equipment  and  Materials  of  Hydroelectric  Installations, 
t.o  be  held  in  Beograd,  Yugoslavia,  Sept.  14-16,  1959. 


Tho  Federal  Power  Commission  has  set  U.  S.  power  require¬ 
ments  in  1980  at  about  2,000,000,000,000  kwh,  a  6%  in¬ 
crease  from  a  former  FPC  estimate  in  April.  The  com¬ 
mission  estimates  that  the  generating  requirements  of 
the  country  at  that  time  will  be  301,000,000  kw  of  ther- 
m.al  capacity,  58,000,000  kw  of  hydro  capacity,  50,000,000 
kw  of  nuclear  capacity  and  11,000,000  kw  of  internal 
com.bustion  engines.  These  figures  are  in  contrast  to  the 
present  146,000,000  kw  of  installed  capacity  reported  at 
the  year's  end  by  the  Edison  Electric  Institute. 


Duquesne  Light  Co.  anrf  the  Atomic  Energy  Commassion  are 
joining  to  conduct  a  training  school  at  Shippingport 
for  supervisory  personnel  of  domestic  and  foreign  organ¬ 
izations  planning  to  build  and  operate  atomic  power 
reactors . 

Twenty-five  participants  will  be  enrolled  every  three 
months  for  a  six-month  training  course,  which  will  in¬ 
clude  lectures  and  practical  plant  work.  The  first  class 
started  Jan.  3.  Tuition  charge  is  $2,000. 


♦ 


♦  t 


A  national  spending  spree  running  $10  million  a  day  for  the 
next  10  years  will  skyrocket  ma.jor  appliance  sales  63%. 
That  is  the  forecast  made  by  Hotpoint  to  its  dealers  and 
distributors.  A  few  of  the  details:  people  will  be  buy¬ 
ing  at  a  per  year  rate  of  4,100,000  refrigerators;  1,- 
200,000  electric  ranges;  3,700,000  automatic  washers; 
1,200,000  dryers;  2,200,000  air  conditioners;  and  800,000 
d i shwashers. 


Alr.o  making  a  10-year  forecast,  Westinghouse  looks  for 

gradual  improvement  in  appliance  sales  through  1959  and 
a  sharp  spurt  ahead  in  the  early  1960s  as  World  War  II 
babies  begin  to  marry  and  establish  homes.  In  the  West 
to  introduce  the  1959  line  Richard  J.  Sargent,  vice-pres¬ 
ident  in  charge  of  marketing  and  distribution  of  Westing- 
house  consumer  products,  predicted  home  refrigerator 
units  in  varying  sizes  located  where  use  dictates;  re¬ 
frigerated  mixing  bowls,  mothproof  drawers  and  closets 
t.hrough  development  of  the  thermoelectric  principle. 


A  spo'cial  Valentine’s  Day  dealer  promotional  display  set  for 
use  during  National  Electrical  Week,  Feb.  8-14,  is  being 
offered  by  the  N.  E.  W.  committee  to  utilities,  distrib¬ 
utors  and  dealers.  The  12-piece  set  is  available  (at  50(/ 
('ach  on  a  minimum  order  of  10  to  one  address)  from  the 
commit, tee  at  Suite  306,  407  N.  Eighth  St.,  St.  Louis  1, 
Mo. 
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Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.  sales  increased  110%  between  LUbI  air  I 
1957 ,  according  to  a  survey  recently  completed  by  F.  S. 
Smi thers  &  Co.  The  report  said  this  was  50%  more  than 
the  increase  shown  by  the  utility  industry  as  a  whole. 

The  36%  increase  in  residential  customers  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  is  almost  double  the  national  increase,  it  was 
pointed  out.  This  rapid  growth  was  credited  to  new  in¬ 
dustries,  satellites  of  steel  manufacturing  and  those  I'c- 
sulting  from  extraction  of  phosphorus  from  native  rock. 


A  feature  of  Market  Week  at  San  Francisco,  Fob.  2-6,  will 


be  an  invitational  luncheon  program,  on  Wednesday  spon¬ 
sored  by  Northern  California  Electrical  Bureau  and  Pa¬ 
cific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  with  the  Western  Merchandise 
Mart  and  Northern  California  Chapter  of  the  National  Honi(; 
Fashions  League.  Speaker  will  be  E.  W.  Commery  of  Miami , 
former  head  of  the  G-E  residential  lighting  department, 
who  will  discuss  lamps  and  lighting  in  the  home.  A  com¬ 
plete  living  room  setting  will  be  displayed  on  the  sta'.'-e 
of  the  meeting  place,  the  Mart’s  Phoenix  Room. 


Utility 
sales  u 


California  Electrical  Construction  Co.,  probably  the  (j1  i- 
ost  continually  operating  electrical  firm  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  has  decided  to  quit  the  electrical  contractin'’; 
business  and  concentrate  entirely  on  its  Cal i forn ia 
Electric  Service  Inc.,  according  to  Clyde  L.  Chamblin, 
president.  With  nine  branches  in  California  represent¬ 
ing  40  manufacturers  as  official  service  station,  the 
clock  and  appliance  service  has  grown  so  i.mportant  t.hat 
the  electrical  construction  has  becom.e  minor  during  th(- 
past  few  years.  Clyde  Chamblin,  himself,  has  boon 
president  of  California  state  and  San  Francisco  asso¬ 
ciations  of  electrical  contractors  as  well  as  at  one 
time  NECA  president. 


A  strike  b.v  35  members  of  IBEW,  Local  354,  in  Salt  Laki; 
City  against  the  neon  sign  manufacturers  and  Install¬ 
ers  started  the  new  year.  Asking  a  30(Z-an-hour  in¬ 
crease  on  a  two-year  contract  or  2b<f.  an  hour  m.oro  on 
a  one-year  contract  while  management  offered  the;  25’* 
over  a  two-year  period  or  15'?  an  hour  for  the  ono- 
yoar,  negotiations  reached  a  deadlock.  Some  sign  con- 
panios  wore  advertising  in  the  paper  for  nonunion 
workers. 


industrial  vision  conference  between  local  In'lustrial 
loaders  sponsored  Jointly  by  the  Santa  Clara  County 
Optometric  Society,  San  Jose  Chapter  lES  and  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Construction  Industry  Advisory  Committee  is 
scheduled  for  February.  Claude  M.  Perlowitz,  manager. 
Graybar,  San  Jose,  will  be  in  charge. 


Vision  for 
industry 


Branch  office  of  the  Northern  California  Chaptt;r,  NECA. 
has  been  established  for  Contra  Costa,  Napa  and  Solatm 
Counties  at  1235  Boulevard  Way  in  Walnut  Creek.  Larry 
Rodgers,  assistant  m.anager,  makes  his  office  there. 

The  chapter  recently  concluded  som.o  very  successful 
estim.ating  workshops,  both  in  the  Alameda  and  the 
Contra  Costa  areas,  according  to  Ernest  Kram.m ,  m.anager 
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Wiring  show 
and  meeting 


Total 

environment 


Douglas  G.  Ellis,  regional  director  of  the  joint  appren¬ 
ticeship  and  training  committee  for  the  Northwest  Line 
Construction  Industry  since  February  1957,  will  become 
assistant  director  of  the  national  joint  apprentice¬ 
ship  and  training  committee  for  the  electrical  industry 
in  Washington,  D.C.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  Gene 
Ridenour  of  Medford,  former  field  representative  for 
the  Oregon  State  Apprenticeship  Council,  Ellis  served 
as  president  of  IBEW  Local  49  of  Portland  and  later  as 
its  business  representative. 


Salt  Lake  County  commissioners  recently  enacted  the  Uni¬ 
form  Building  Code  prepared  by  the  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Building  Officials.  Its  enforcement  will 
require  increasing  of  the  county  inspection  staff  in 
all  divisions  to  17  from  7. 


Not  content  either  with  the  state’s  contractors  license 
law  or  county  inspection,  a  state  electrical  inspec¬ 
tion  law  is  proposed  by  Loren  Christensen,  Salt  Lake 
City  inspector.  Similar  bills  have  been  introduced  in 
the  past  two  legislative  sessions  but  failed  to  pass. 


Con t.rac tors  Division  of  the  San  Diego  Bureau  of  Home  Ap¬ 
pliances  combines  its  annual  meeting,  banquet  and  pro¬ 
gram  with  a  product  showing  from,  some  30  manufacturers 
of  lighting  and  wiring  m.aterials.  It  will  be  held  Jan. 
22  at  the  House  of  Hospitality,  Balboa  Park,  with  Co¬ 
ordinator  A1  McCutcheon  in  charge.  Speakers  will  be 
William  A.  Cyr,  consulting  editor.  Electrical  West, 
and  a  panel  of  manufacturers’  representatives. 

Other  bureau  affairs  coming  up  soon  are  the  annual 
Spring  Fair  of  Modern  Home  Ideas  April  24  through  29 
at  the  usual  location  in  Balboa  Park.  Likewise,  the 
Annual  Spring  Sales  Conference  is  set  for  March  5  with 
Bon  Jacobson,  bureau  vice-president,  as  chairman  and 
Bob  Coveil  vice-chairman. 


’’Designing  the  Indoor  Environment"  is  the  subject  of  a 
conference  sponsored  by  the  University  of  California, 
Los  Angeles,  Engineering  Department,  to  deal  with  the 
methods  of  handling  and  integrating  thermal,  atmos¬ 
pheric,  acoustical,  luminous,  esthetic,  structural  and 
mechanical  elements  of  indoor  environment.  The  Illu¬ 
minating  Engineering  Society  is  one  of  the  societies 
assisting  in  the  program,.  Philip  F.  O’Brien,  assist¬ 
ant  professor  of  engineering,  UCLA,  is  a  speaker  on 
illumination.  J.  S.  Hamel,  consulting  engineer,  is  a 
discussion  leader  on  illumination  environment.  It 
will  be  held  Feb.  2  and  3  at  the  Los  Angeles  campus. 

A  fee  of  $25  includes  two  luncheons  and  copy  of  the 
p.rocood  i  ngs . 


C(M’tificd  Lighting  Awards  were  made  to  three  Alam.eda 
county  electrical  contractors  by  the  Northern  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electrical  Bureau  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Northern  California  NECA  chapter.  Chalrm.an  Eci  Hutka 
of  Livermore  was  given  first  award,  Walter  Smithen 
of  Conrad  Electric  Co.  the  second  award  and  Ralph 
H.  Goold  of  Newark,  third  prize.  The  bureau’s  and 
PG  and  E’s  promotional  programs  benefiting  electri¬ 
cal  contractors  were  reviewed  at  the  same  meeting  by 
Bert  Reynolds  and  Grant  Radford.  H.  H.  Robison  told 
of  the  significance  of  the  Blackwell  studies. 
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San  Mateo  County,  NECA,  and  Local  617,  IBM,  through  the 
Joint  Industry  Tund  is  starting  a  billboard  advertis¬ 
ing  program  to  be  supplemented  with  newspaper  adver¬ 
tising.  Slogan  will  be  ’’Don’t  Be  Caught  With  Your 
Housepower  Down."  .  .  .  The  San  Francisco  Joint  Indus¬ 
try  Board  between  Local  No.  6  and  the  San  Francisco 
Chapter  is  also  planning  some  billboards,  in  particu¬ 
lar  one  at  26th  and  Mission  Sts. .  a  prominent  loca¬ 
tion. 


Bakersfield’s  bid  depository  has  been  ruled  legal  and 
not  in  violation  of  antitrust  laws  by  a  Federal  judge, 
thus  ending  a  case  begun  in  1955  against  electrical, 
plumbing  and  sheet  metal  contractors  associations. 

The  ruling  further  strengthens  the  position  of  bid 
depositories  set  up  and  operated  in  good  faith  to 
provide  fair  and  open  competition  in  the  industry. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Justice  has  also  changed  its 
attitude  toward  such  depositories  if  run  honorably. 


H.  A.  "Hank"  Smith,  founder  of  Electric  Smith,  pioneer 

Spokane  electrical  contracting  firm,  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness  Jan.  1  after  more  than  30  years.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  contractor  and  Inland  Empire  League  af¬ 
fairs. 


Phelps  Dodge  Copper  Products  Corp.  moved 
office  on  Jan.  1  from  369  Pino  St.  to 
Bldg. ,  625  Market  St. 


its  San  Francisco 
Bank  of  America 


West  Wind  Corp.,  Seattle  manufacturer  of  ventilating  equip¬ 
ment  since  1925,  has  set  up  a  heating  division,  with 
Charles  Kay  as  general  manager.  Kay  has  been  in  the 
electric  heating  field  for  10  years,  most  recently  with 
Selo  Electric  Co. 


The  high-voltage  division  of  Porcelain  Products,  which  has 
been  operated  as  an  A.  B.  Chance  subsidiary  for  three 
years,  was  merged  with  that  company  on  Jan.  1,  F.  G. 
Chance,  president  and  chairman  of  the  board,  announced. 
George  Ruoff,  Porcelain  Products  president,  has  been  made 
a  vice-president  of  the  Chance  company. 


Blakeman  Bros,  expects  to  begin  construction  soon  on  a 
5,000-sq-ft  engineering  building  adjacent  to  its  main 
plant  in  Los  Angeles.  Completion  is  scheduled  for  tho 
spring. 


Packard-Bel 1  has  signed  an  option  to  purchase  100  acres  of 
land  in  Newbury  Park,  in  the  Los  Angeles  area.  A  50,000- 
sq-ft  building  for  engineering  and  manufacturing  space 
is  the  first  phase  of  a  planned  expansion. 


Waste  King  Corp.  of  Los  Angeles  is  negotiating  for  operat¬ 
ing  control  of  Cribben  &  Sexton  Co.,  maker  of  household 
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an  l  oomiDOi’ciul  cqu  i  pinon t  sold  under  the  Universal  brand 
narre.  Plan  Is  to  purchase  a  majority  of  the  common  stock 
of  the  Chicago  firm.. 


Expansion 

plans 


Tri^i  e  lead  CM* 


8  Itidusfry  News  Letter 


BuliPt;^-  Electric  Prrriucts  has  purchased  a  two-acre  lot  in 
the  Los  Angeles  central  m.anu factoring  district.  Plans, 
still  in  the  discussion  stage,  are  for  a  48,000-sq-rt 
plant  to  bo  started  early  this  year. 


A  .flSO.OOO  Portland  office  and  warehouse  building  is  under 
construction  for  Graybar  at  901  N.  E.  60th  Ave.  a«i.<)acont 
to  the  Banfiold  Freeway.  The  company  expects  to  move 
from.  809  N.  W.  Flanders  St.  sometime  in  February. 


H  TJ^E  Corp.  is  planning  to  expand  its  Oregon  facilities, 
with  a  $120,000  addition  to  the  Tigard  plant,  built  about 
a  year  ago. 


Drrlication  cerom.onios  were  held  last  month  for  the  Ramo- 

Wooldridge  Laboratories*  site  in  the  Canoga  Park  develop¬ 
ment  near  Los  Angeles.  Initial  stage  of  the  $10.5  mil¬ 
lion  building  will  be  completed  in  late  1959. 


Inland  Empire;  Electric  League  starts  the  new  year  with  C. 
/ .  Pierce,  president  of  Inland  Electric  Co.,  Spokane, 
as  its  new  president.  With  him  are  Dean  Pope  of  Mos¬ 
cow.  Idaho,  as  vice-president;  H.  0.  Colburn,  Spokane, 
treasurer;  and  Frank  A.  Tool,  Washington  Water  Power 
Co.,  secretary  and  managing  director. 


l.os  Angeles  Electric  League  installs  Frank  Ballman,  vice- 
president  of  sales,  Therm.ador,  as  its  1959  president 
at  an  installation  banquet  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel 
Feb.  14  to  wind  up  National  Electrical  Week.  Bob 
Leonard,  Leonard’s  Appliances,  is  executive  vice-presi- 
(ient.  Floyd  Lovelace,  Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  & 
Power,  serves  as  secretary  and  Stan  Everett  of  Everett's 
Appliances  is  treasurer. 


0reg(jn  Electric  Club  selected  Joseph  H.  Liebrich,  residen¬ 
tial  sales  supervisor  for  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  as 
Its  new  president  to  succeed  Stanley  G.  Marts,  General 
Electric  Co.  Other  officers  are  Rex  G.  Thurber,  Bonne¬ 
ville  Power  Administration,  first  vice-president;  Fred 
A.  Waker.  Grouse-Hinds  Co.,  second  vice-president; 

Hai’ry  L.  Clark,  Portland  General  Electric  Co.,  treasuinM' 
and  Leonard  A.  Fallen,  secretary. 


Willing  and  capable  worker,  Ralph  W.  Rohrbach,  who  not 
only  is  regional  vice-president  of  NAED  but  chairman 
of  the  San  Diego  Section,  lES,  assumes  still  a  third 
post  of  leadership  as  president  of  Electric  Club  of 
San  Diego.  Ho  is  also  president  of  Pacific  Wholesale 
Electric  Co.  of  San  Diego.  Other  Electric  Club  offi¬ 
cers  are  C.  J.  Nevitt,  Sari  Diego  Gas  &  Electric  Co., 
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first  vloe-prosldont;  Norman  D.  Fci’gusuii,  California 
Electric  Works,  second  vice-president;  C.  C.  Barker, 
secretary-treasurer ;  and  Dan  L.  Turner,  immediate  past, 
president.  They  were  installed  at  the  annual  dinner 
dance  and  installation  Jan.  10. 


Phoenix ,  Ari z . ,  has  been  chosen  for  the  sixth  annual  Na¬ 
tional  Electric  Farm  Power  Conference,  although  the 
date  has  not  yet  been  announced.  It  will  be  sponsored 
by  the  reorganized  Inter-Industry  Farm  Electric  Util¬ 
ization  Council,  participated  in  both  by  power  companies 
and  REAs  dedicated  to  a  positive  program,  of  increased 
electric  power  use  on  the  farm  and  coordination  of 
efforts.  All  controversial  m.atters  are  banned.  Among 
the  directors  are  J.  F.  Maddox,  president.  Now  Mexico 
Electric  Service  Co. 


Top  research  men  in  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society 
converged  on  southern  California  for  important  nation¬ 
al  committee  meetings  and  for  the  release  of  a  research 
project  report  by  Prof.  Dan  M.  Finch  of  the  University 
of  California’s  Illumination  Field  Station,  Richmond, 
Calif.,  around  Jan.  5.  The  Finch  report  dealt  with 
studies  since  1954  on  the  effect  of  reflected  glare 
on  visibility  of  written  and  printed  work  such  as  used 
in  schools  and  offices.  From  Finch’s  report  C.  L. 
Crouch,  technical  director,  lES,  and  spokesm.an  for  the 
Research  Institute,  Interpreted  the  research  to  mean 
that  reduction  of  the  angled  glare  by  placing  of  fix¬ 
tures  and  diffused  reflection  from,  light  ceilings 
would  improve  the  seeing  conditions.  Finch  performed 
the  experiments  with  visibility  meters  designed  by  bin, 
at  the  university. 

Presence  of  these  experts  in  the  Los  Angeles  and 
southern  California  area  was  m.ade  use  of  by  the  lES 
sections  in  San  Diego  and  Los  Angelos  and  the  now 
chapter  at  Riverside  to  have  them,  speak.  Among  those) 
speaking  were  Everett  M.  Strong,  former  lES  president 
and  professor  at  Cornell.  He  discussed  the  ’’Technical 
Aspects  of  the  Blackwell  Report."  Dr.  H.  Richard 
Blackwell  himself.  University  of  Michigan,  also  spoke', 
describing  the  visual  research  leading  to  the  recom¬ 
mendations  lES  Is  miaking.  C.  L.  Crouch  of  lES  dis¬ 
cussed  the  new  recommendations  and  their  base  an<l  l.ho 
assum.ptions  made  from  the  research  data. 


National  Electrical  Week  also  will  be  focal  peeint,  fe)i’ 

other  industry  meetings  in  the  West.  The  1  n term(jun t,a i  •. 
Electrical  Assn,  will  hold  its  annual  conference  on 
Lincoln’s  Birthday,  Feb.  12,  at  Hotel  Newhouse,  Salt 
Lake  City.  Installation  of  recently  elected  of’ficei's 
will  be  made  at  the  same  time  .  .  .  Snake  River  Vallt-.v 
Electrical  Assn,  will  hold  its  annual  cfin ft- rence  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  14,  in  Boise. 


From  The  Desk  of  L.  A.  Hicks,  President 
Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Assn. 

Our’  Adm.Inisti’ati ve  Services  Section  h(;ld  an  excel  Urni,  fall 
conference  under  joint  sponsorship  with  the  PCGA  at  Hrjtt;! 
Clarem.ont,  Berkeley.  This  meeting  has  been  r’ep(>r’ted  in 
detail  in  Electrical  West,  but  I  am  pleased  to  have  thir 
opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  very  commendable.'  j<jb  t.hat 
E.  B.  Kruger  and  R.  W.  White  are  doing  as  chairn^an  and 
vice-chairman,  respectively,  erf  t.he  sercti'n  .  I  knrr.v 


Reorganise 
farm  council 


Fi nch  report 
and  Black- 
well '  s 


PC^ 

panorama 
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that  they  are  developing  an  equally  worth-while  program 
for  the  spring  conference  that  will  be  held  at  Hotel  La¬ 
fayette,  Long  Beach,  on  April  8  and  9. 

Gordon  Black  and  Wilks  Lambirth,  chairman  and  vice-chair¬ 
man,  respectively,  of  the  Business  Development  Section, 
report  that  the  program  for  the  conference  at  the  Shera- 
ton-Palace  Hotel,  San  Francisco,  Feb.  12  and  13,  should 
reach  all  members,  by  mail,  about  the  same  time  as  this 
News  Letter.  They  emphasize  that  there  will  be  somethin'>; 
of  value  to  each  branch  of  the  industry  and  urge  attend¬ 
ance  by  all  who  are  interested  in  doing  a  better  selling 
.job.  Attendance  will  not  be  restricted  to  members. 

Plans  are  also  crystallizing  for  the  Engineering  and  Operat¬ 
ing  conference  to  be  held  at  Hotel  Lafayette,  Long  Beach, 
March  30  and  31.  Section  Chairman  R.  L.  Brinton  and 
Vice-chairman  G.  R.  Best  have  commented,  repeatedly,  upon 
the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  with  which  their  guidance  com- 
m.ittee  members  are  working  on  the  program,  so  it  looks  as 
though  they  are  determined  to  "keep  on  the  pace"  set  by 
the  fine  conferences  which  this  section  has  held  in  the 
past. 

As  reported  earlier,  Walter  J.  Maytham  will  be  general 
chairman  and  C.  W.  "Brodie"  Leihy  program  chairman  for 
our  1959  convention.  General  Chairman  Maytham.  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of  the  following  as  chairmen  of 
the  various  convention  committees: 

Carl  P.  McCarthy,  PG  and  E,  stage  manager;  J.  H.  Mead, 
Southern  California  Edison,  attendance;  H.  A.  Lee,  PG  and 
E,  banquet;  Harry  McGann,  PG  and  E,  comptroller;  C.  C. 
Walker,  General  Electric  Co.,  golf;  R.  L.  Engel,  Allis- 
Chalmers  Mfg.  Co.,  hospitality;  G.  L.  Call,  Graybar  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.,  host;  W.  L.  Moats,  Westinghouse  Electric  Corp. , 
housing;  L.  M.  Guibara,  Kaiser  Aluminum  &  Chemical  Sales, 
ladies  entertainment;  Carl  Albracht,  Westinghouse,  pub¬ 
licity;  D.  F.  Roach,  Westinghouse,  registration;  Dean  P. 
Cady,  Maydwell  &  Hartzell  Inc. ,  transportation;  K.  M. 
Bausch,  Bechtel  Corp.,  ushers. 

The  convention  will  be  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  May  20-22.  Hotel  reservation  forms  will  be  mailed 
to  all  members  about  April  20. 

After  five  years  of  notable  leadership  and  achievement,  G. 

A.  Trosper,  PG  and  E,  requested  he  be  relieved  of  the 
chairmanship  of  the  highway  lighting  technical  subcomm.it- 
tee.  This  Important  assignment  has  been  delegated  to 
Bruce  A.  Corwin,  Southern  California  Edison  Co.  J.  H. 
Burson,  Westinghouse  Electric  Corp. ,  resigned  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  committee  and  was  succeeded  by  B.  V.  Kunde, 
Line  Material  Industries. 

The  board  recently  expanded  the  area  of  this  commit¬ 
tee’s  activity  and  changed  Its  name  to  highway  and  resi¬ 
dential  street  lighting  technical  subcommltee. 

Incidenally,  1  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  J.  E.  Ham.- 
mond,  PG  and  E,  Fresno,  who  has  been  a  member  of  this 
committee  continuously  since  it  was  created.  In  1937,  and 
served  as  its  secretary  during  many  of  its  early  years. 

it  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  the  following  new  company  mem¬ 
bers  in  PCEA:  Bennett  Associates  Inc.,  L.  D.  Shank,  San 
Francisco;  California  Electric  Works,  Norman  D.  Ferguson, 
San  Diego;  Hill  Transformer  Co.  Inc.,  Charles  S.  Allen 
Jr.,  San  Carlos;  Edward  W.  Scott  Electric  Co.,  Edward  W. 
Scott,  San  Francisco. 

To  all  of  our  members,  I  extend  thanks  for  your  support  and 
m.y  sincere  good  wishes  for  a  Happy  and  Prosperous  New 
Year. 
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Right  off  the 


Before  the  first  nuclpar-|)Owered 
merchant  vessel  is  launched,  a 
new  reactor  sy.stem  which  has 
been  designed  is  ex|)ected  to  re¬ 
duce  the  cost  of  a  comparable 
installation  by  forty  f»er  cent. 

After  leaving  a  new  electric 
shaver  plugged  into  an  outlet 
overnight  it  can  be  used  for  a 
week  without  recharging. 

A  radio  o;)era tor’s  vest,  with 
pockets  for  dry  cells,  can  he  worn 
under  outer  garments  in  arctic 
cold.  The  batteries,  when  kept 
warm  by  btxly  heat,  are  said  to 
last  ten  times  longer. 

Automobile  batteries  are  now 
made  with  cells  which  can  be 
reimoved  and  replac’ed  in  a  few 
minutes. 

A  new  electronic  surveying  tech¬ 
nique.  now  in  use  in  highway 
layout  work,  enabl(*s  enginet»rs 
to  establish  numerous  ground 
control  |>oints  and  measure  dis¬ 
tances  in  a  matter  of  minutes. 
Maximum  iK)ssible  error  is  only 
11  inches  in  40  miles. 

Cop|)er  strip  is  being  made  from 
jKjwdered  metal.  The  process  can 
also  he  u.sed  for  other  metals 
which  can  be  combined  in  no 
other  way. 

A  iK)rtahle  building  for  use  in  the 
arctic  has  hollow  walls  of  nylon 
fabric.  When  the  walls  are  in¬ 
flated  the  building  .stands  erect. 

is 

A  research  program  has  hegun 
for  t!ie  study  of  new  semicon¬ 
ductors  for  use  in  transistors. 
Th(*  materials  are  indium  phos- 
j)hate,  gallium  arsenide,  alumi¬ 
num  antimonide. 


More  and  better  rayon  is  the 
object  of  a  .study  of  cellulose 
growth  in  living  trees.  Two-year- 
old  pines  are  injected  with  radio¬ 
active  cartM)n  and  are  later  cut 
down  for  examination. 


A  new  pla.stic  adhesive  u.sed  in 
aircraft  construction  is  .sc‘mi- 
elastic  and  stronger  than  the 
metals  it  joins. 

iif 

A  new  titanium  alloy  is  made 
into  sheets  that  will  withstJind 
air  pressures  of  over  1(K)  tons  |»er 
squart*  inch. 

is 

The  "world’s  loudt*st  noise”  can 
be  produced  by  anew  compressed 
air  loud  s})eaker  that  is  capable 
of  projecting  the  human  voice 
for  ten  milcsc. 

Further  information  on  these 
news  items  and  on  Simplex 
cable  is  available  from  any 
Simplex  office.  Please  be 
specific  in  your  requests. 


Twelve  pneumatic  tirc^s,  each 
.sup|)orting  a  load  of  2(),(KK) 
l>ounds.  enable  a  new  lift  to  pick 
up  and  move  concrete  pii)e  sec¬ 
tions  at  five  mikis  |)er  hour. 


The  Post  Office  I)«*partmc‘nt  has 
awarded  a  contrac  t  for  the*  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  mechanical  letter- 
.sorting  machine. 

a 

Si 

Aerodynamic  shaiH*s  designcnl  to 
travel  at  over  8.(M)()  miles  |K‘r 
hour  can  lx*  teseted  in  a  new  wind 
tunnel. 

is 

Layers  of  stcs-l,  bronze*  and  a 
mixtim*  of  lead  and  pla.stic  com- 
|K)se  a  new  dry  b<*aring  matcTial 
that  recjuirtjs  no  lubrication. 


A  new  methcxl  of  prcxlucing  elec¬ 
tricity  uses  a  fuel  (X?ll  that  con¬ 
verts  hydrogen  and  oxygen  into 
direct  current  by  mc?ans  of  a 
catalyst. 

£5? 

A  new  recording  instrument 
measures  heat  absorption  in  any 
area  and  is  u.sed  for  allcx-ating  air 
conditioning  or  heating  chargers 
to  tenants. 

is 

Quartz  tubing  is  Ix'ing  made*  so 
small  that  fifty  feet  contain  only 
one  drop  of  water. 


A  new  heat  rewistant  pa|)er  is 
made  of  c’eramic  filx*rs. 


Simplex  Goes  To  Sea 

'rtic  ;{(>, 00(1  tool  ’.scit  .SIM  t  ion”  of  t  In- 
Sinipli-x  suhinnrini'  roiMiniinir:il  ion 
calili-,  for  ii.si-  lii-lwiM-n  (’.iim'  NiMlilirk. 
Maim-,  and  Uooni-  Isl.ind  la^lil.  was 
loaded  in  August  at  Ifoslon. 

The  eahle  eaine  olf  a  gi.int  reel  idia. 
of  head  1 2(>  inrhes  and  was  earried 
over  a  eapsl.an  to  the  I  Jti  foot  harge. 

'The  eahle  is  ileserihed  as  ”  I  i  ondiie 
lor,  No.  0  A  \Vt ;  St  randed  A  N IIN  I )  Uli.X 
insulated.  arnioriMl  sniiinarnie  eoin 
innnieat  ion  eahle.” 

The  reel  and  its  load  of  more  than 
six  miles  ot  eahle  weiglied  OH  Ions 

SIMPLEX  WIRE  &  CABLE  CO. 

t'andiridge,  Ma.s.saehilset  Is  and 
Newington.  New  llam|ishire 


An  iiLsulat(‘d  guard  rail  for  the 

end  of  the  bexim  is  rnadt*  to  pro-  (kiils  of  aluminum,  plastic  or 
tect  a  c  rane  o|x*riitor  in  ctLse  of  st«x*l,  up  to  82"  ().I).,c’an  now  lx? 
contact  with  a  power  line.  spinel  wrap|x*d  by  machine. 


SPECIALLY  DESIGNED  LUMINAIRES  in  Rhondda 
Valley  Shopping  Center,  Sunnyvale,  Calif.  This  in¬ 
stallation  and  the  special  units  were  designed  under 
the  direction  of  L-M  Lighting  Engineer  Bruce  Kunde,  in 


cooperation  with  the  designer,  Robert  M.  Sherman, 
and  Cupertino  Electric  Company,  the  electrical  contrac¬ 
tor.  The  two  units  on  each  standard  are  L-M  floodlight 
fluorescents,  holding  two  6-foot  lamps. 


Streets,  Shopping  Centers,  Airports . . . 
You  Name  It . . .  L-M  Will  Light  It ! 


LINE  MATERIAL  Industries  Outdoov  l^ktuid 

McGRAW-EDISON  COtVIPANY  ^ 

DISTRIBUTION  TRANSFORMERS  •  KYLE  RECLOSERS  AND  OIL  SWI I CHES  •  FUSE  CUTOUTS  AND  FUSE  LINKS  •  LIGHTNING  ARRESTERS 

POWER  SWITCHING  EQUIPMENT  •  PACKAGED  SUBSTATIONS  •  CAPACITORS  •  REGULATORS  •  OUTDOOR  LIGHTING  ^ ll I VTIM 

•'''  LINE  CONSTRUCTION  MATERIALS  •  PORCELAIN  INSULATORS  •  FIBRE  PIPE  AND  CONDUIT  ?lll.\llll 


Line  Material,  a  pioneer  anil  leader  in  outdoor  lighting,  provides 
incandescent,  mercury  vapor,  fluorescent  luminaires  and  related 
equipment  for  a  wide  variety  of  applications.  Standard  and 
special  designs  are  available.  l.-M  lighting  Application  Lngi- 
neers  cooperate  with  utilities,  municipalities,  engineers,  architects 
and  contractors  to  help  provide  the  most  suitable,  eflicient,  and 
economical  equipment  for  each  particular  application. 

The  specially  designed  lighting  unit  in  the  Sunnyvale,  C  alif., 
shopping  center  shown  above  is  an  example  of  an  unusual  problem 
solved  by  one  of  L-M’s  Lighting  Lngineers,  with  the  cooperation 
of  L-M's  engineering  and  manufacturing  departments.  The  delta 
unit,  shown  at  right,  is  also  designed  especially  for  area  lighting. 

Other  fluorescent  units  include  the  V-type,  which  gives  excellent 
street  lighting;  the  2-lamp  floodlight,  used  for  wall  mounting  on 
airport  runways,  loading  docks,  store  fronts,  etc.  A  wide  variety 
of  mercury  vapor  and  incandescent  units  are  used  for  highway 
intersection,  toll  road,  access,  neighborhi>od,  and  rural  lighting. 

Bring  Us  Your  Lighting  Problem 

Whatever  your  outdoor  lighting  job  may  be.  talk  to  the  L-M 
Field  Lngineer  or  l.ighting  Lngineer.  You’ll  get  suggestions,  in¬ 
formation,  bulletins,  and,  if  you  wish,  a  complete  lighting  applica¬ 
tion  engineering  job.  Or,  if  you  prefer,  write  Lighting  Division, 
l.ine  Material  Industries,  Milwaukee  1,  Wisconsin.  In  C  anada: 
C  anadian  Line  Materials,  Ltd.,  Toronto  13,  Ontario. 


L-M's  DELTA  TYPE,  especially  suitable  for  area  lighting,  such 
as  parking  lots,  shopping  centers,  etc.  The  unit  consists  of 
three  2-lamp  floodlight  fluorescent  luminaires — with  six  6- 
foot  fluorescent  lamps  providing  a  total  output  of  55,800 
lumens.  Design  of  the  reflectors  assures  high  utilization  of 
the  light  output  with  a  minimum  of  glare. 


I 


